
APPENDIX 4 

“…our players feel warm and cared 
for by our club…and part of the 
family that is Springfield Park JFC” 
Sarah Buckley 
Club Secretary 

Springfield Park JFC 

Recipient: Springfield Park Junior Football Club 

Project: Springfield Park JFC Wrap Up Warm 

Fund: Ward Fund 

Awarded: £1,500 

Springfield Park Junior Football Club formed in June 2014 with the aim of encouraging young 
people back into sport.  One of their primary goals is to use the football club to build bridges 
within the community by encouraging parents to get involved in the running of the club and to 
give local children the opportunity to join a football club irrespective of their ability.  The club 
has four teams and play in the Heywood Village Mini Soccer League.  These teams represent 
ages 7 to 13 and currently there are over 60 children registered to the club. 

The club provides training sessions on the grassed area in the middle of the athletics tracks 
in Springfield Park to improve the fitness and abilities of the players.  Child welfare within 
the club and the Football Association is expected and protection from the different elements 
of the weather whilst playing and attending football matches and training sessions requires 
the players to have the appropriate clothing.  The club identified the need for warm and 
waterproof coats.  A number of the children that attend the club come from families within 
some of the most deprived areas of Rochdale, so the club applied for a grant to enable 
them to provide the coats free of charge to these young players.  The coats have provided 
a uniform approach to club attire and a sense of belonging to the club community. 



“…a significant contribution to the wider 
offer of summer holiday sports, cultural 
and arts activities for children and young 
people across the Township” 
Leigh-anne Carnall 
Activities Programme Coordinator 

Link4Life 

Recipient: Link4Life 
Project: 
Fund: Communities & Engagement Priority Fund & Members Fund 
Awarded: £8,500 

Link4Life hosted a six week programme of activities aimed at young people (aged 5-18 years 
old) during the Summer holidays 2015.  The Rochdale Township Sport and Cultural 
Programme’s aim was to provide summer activities to ensure all children and young people 
across Rochdale Township could access free or low cost activities during this period.  
Activities were delivered at various venues across the Township including the Leisure Centre’s 
swimming facilities and community multi use games areas.  The programme was developed to 
get more children and young people physically active in the Rochdale Township, raise the 
profile of sport, physical activity and arts programmes taking place, showcase the work of a 
number of local voluntary sports clubs operating in the Rochdale Township, improve health, 
self-esteem and well-being of children and young people and provide a pathway into the 
regular sports, physical activity and arts which are available to children and young people 
within the Rochdale Township on a weekly basis. 

The Rochdale Township Sport and Cultural Programme made a significant contribution to the 
wider offer of summer holiday sports, cultural and arts activities for children and young people 
across the Township delivered by Link4Life and other local providers.  The diverse summer 
activity programme for children and young people was promoted in a brochure throughout 
Rochdale Township as well as the information being added  
to Link4Life’s Boroughwide Go4it publication which is  
received by all primary school aged children. (Go4it is the 
brand name for Link4Life’s school holiday programme). 

Rochdale Leisure Centre provided children with access to 
activities such as climbing, archery, mountain biking,  
multi-sports, crafts, trampolining, Judo, fun inflatables  
and splash sessions.  Rochdale Hornets at Kingsway  
Sports Centre led on the delivery of a Rugby Camp and  
on completion of the camp, children were offered free  
Rochdale Hornets match tickets and the opportunity to  
go on the pitch at half time.  Children could also access 
multi-sport camps, athletics camps, football and  
badminton sessions at Kingsway Park. 

A community football camp was delivered across five 
areas of the Township; Belfield Park, the Cray,  
Sparth Community Centre, Wardleworth Kick Pitch 



and Freehold Kick Pitch.  The camp ended with a 5 a side tournament at Kingsway Sports 
Centre where transport was provided to enable participants from these areas to compete.  
Link4Life led on a community tennis camp in partnership with Rochdale Tennis Club.  The 
grant also contributed towards the delivery of the BYCS programme (Because You Can in 
Sport) which is also part funded through Short Breaks.  This programme enabled disabled and 
non-disabled young people to take part in a variety of sports which included wheelchair 
basketball, Boccia, New Age Kurling, golf, cricket, trampolining and multi-sports.  Swimming 
vouchers were handed out to a number of children’s services such as the Youth Service, 
Social Services and Rochdale Connections Trust as well as local community groups who took 
full advantage of this free offer.  Castleton Swimming baths also offered low cost splash 
sessions once a week and Rochdale Leisure Centre provided a number of low cost swimming 
sessions each week such as rookie lifeguard, mini polo, diving and boogie boarding.  Activity 
prices were kept as low cost as possible ranging from free to £2.50.  Pathways for children and 
young people have been opened up for them to continue participating in a wide range of 
activities.  Figures calculated for activities funded by Rochdale Township this year totalled 
2,000 attendances by 625 children and young people. 



The programme equated to over 270 hours of activities over the six weeks, averaging around 
11 hours per week day. The Chief Medical Officer’s Guidelines on physical activities states that 
children aged 5-18 should engage in moderate to vigorous intense physical activity for at least 
60 minutes per day.  These activity programmes contribute towards offering children and 
young people the recommended levels of physical activity. 

Activities still favored more male participation, however, in comparison to previous years the 
gender gap has significantly reduced.  In 2014 saw only 35% of females attend the programme. 
This reflects national statistics whereby more boys than girls meet the recommended physical 
activity levels.  

Over a third of participants came from an area that sits within the 20% most deprived Lower 
Super Output Area (LSOA) nationally.  It is important that we engage with children from these 
areas as people living in the least prosperous areas are twice as likely to be physically inactive 
as those living in more prosperous areas – Public Health England.  In addition, improving 
access to physical activity in safe and appropriate community play spaces is vital to enable 
more children to play outdoors.  Since the 1970’s the distance children venture from their 
homes has declined by 90%. 

Males 
 59% 

Females 
 41% 

0-20% 
LSOA, 35% 

Remaining 
LSOA  
65% 



Improved youth provision during the holiday period contributes towards enhancing the quality 
of life for children and young people, increasing physical activity levels and helping towards 
reducing childhood obesity prevalence. 

Children and young people were provided with information regarding on-going activities 
taking place in local clubs, community settings and at Link4Life venues in order to encourage 
continued participation.  Since the summer several children have accessed the local Judo 
Club, enrolled on swimming lessons and have continued to access the holiday programmes. 



“…it supplied us with much needed equipment 
and shelter for players and supporters” 
Peter Metcalf 
President 

Kirkholt Bowling Club 

Recipient: Kirkholt Bowling Club 

Project: Crown Green Bowling 

Fund: Members Fund 

Awarded: £884.96 

Kirkholt Bowling Club provides recreational bowling opportunities for the local community in 
the ward with an emphasis on encouraging young people to participate in this diversionary 
activity plus a socially inclusive sport for older people.  The club has a successful junior 
league and experienced members volunteer their time on a weekly basis to teach bowling.  
This social activity is enjoyed by young and old (members aged from 6 to 83) with the sport 
encouraging mutual understanding and respect between the generations. 

The club were awarded a grant to enable them to purchase a shelter, bowling equipment and 
tools for the maintenance of the green.  This new bowling equipment and a shelter was 
needed by Kirkholt Bowling Club for competitions, maintenance of the green and comfort of 
players/spectators to continue the successful promotion of the sport to young people and 
encourage new members. 



“The local community members who 
visited renewed their sense of pride in 
their church, their school, their area – 
their heritage” 
Susan Whitehead 
PCC member 

St John the Baptist Church 

Recipient: St John the Baptist Church 

Project: Bircle Community Project – Heritage Open Days 

Fund: Members Fund 

Awarded: £100 

St John the Baptist Church, Bircle is involved in many different aspects of community life.  
Various activities are delivered from the church including folk evenings, coffee mornings, 
weekly craft/art sessions, monthly tea parties/get togethers for older people, living alone and 
with no family support and room hire/conference facilities are available to the local community. 
The church’s aims for the future are to focus on bringing together the two very different areas 
of the parish with the establishment of an after school club at the local school, making 
connections with a community centre and strengthen links with community groups in the area.  
PCC members are constantly seeking out new ways to make full use of the facilities – a 
beautiful grade 2 listed building with conference facilities in a scenic, tranquil setting, in an 
area steeped in history all with the aim of bringing together members of the community and 
other groups working in the area. 

For the first time Bircle Church took part in the national Heritage Open Days scheme which 
are held annually.  The church has much to attract the community to visit – a beautiful grade 
2 listed building, panoramic views and situated in an area steeped in history.  Bircle 
Community Project aims to maximise the use of the church building as an information hub for 
local history projects, bring together people of all ages and abilities, encourage volunteers to 
get involved in research/practical tasks and give the wider community a sense of pride in 
their heritage.  Bircle Church’s participation in the national Heritage Open Days scheme will 
aid the church in creating a permanent record of life in Birtle with photographs and 
memorabilia. 

The Open Days were widely and extensively publicised in newspaper articles, posters and 
using a promotional leaflet funded by the grant awarded.  The leaflets were delivered to 
churches, Tourist Information Centres, community centres and other relevant organisations. 
Over 1,400 households had a personal invitation to the Open Days and this was a huge 
factor in the success of the project.  The church congregation came together and worked as 
a team undertaking a variety of tasks to get the church ready for visitors – collecting 
information, recording the memories of older people in the community, researching history, 
bringing in photographs or odd jobs around the church such as cleaning and polishing items 
and tidying the church garden. 



The Open Days featured a display of old photographs dating back to the 1900s and featured 
stories about local characters such as the infamous murder of Mr and Mrs Cass and exhibits 
such as four pieces of Robert ‘Mouseman’ Thompson furniture with his trademark mouse 
carving on each piece and a bridal scene by “Bride” at Swarbricks. 

The visitors’ book was signed by 153 people (although in total around 250 visitors viewed the 
displays) during the 12 hours the church was opened.  Everyone had a great deal of 
enthusiasm for this project. 

“The project was extremely successful.  So many people in the local community 

became involved, either bringing their own photographs or memorabilia along to be 

included in the displays.  Spending time chatting to others about bye-gone times. 

We proved that the church building can be ‘adaptable’ and can be used for other 

things in addition to church services. 

We’ve built on existing interest in the history of the area.  The church congregation has 

worked as a team to ensure the success of the project” 

Susan Whitehead 

PCC Member, St John the Baptist Church 



“A brilliant atmosphere…all ages 
enjoying themselves in a community 
who have lost a lot over recent months” 
Reverend Angela Bryan 

St Thomas’ Church 

Recipient: St Thomas Church 

Project: Circus Themed Community Event 

Fund: Members Fund 

Awarded: £1,141.77 

St Thomas’ Church on the Kirkholt estate hosts social events and provides practical help, 
and the building offers facilities for a variety of different local community groups.  The church 
is keen to be involved with any activities that build community on the estate, develops 
relationships between people, or which addresses social, economic or emotional deprivation. 
The church is viewed as a valued community resource by local people. 

The Kirkholt estate has pockets of high social deprivation that contributes to social exclusion; 
these factors include mental illness, poverty, poor education, and low socioeconomic status.  
Christmas is often considered a lonely part of the year where people do not have family and 
friends to visit.  It can also be expensive for families.  St Thomas’ Church applied for a grant 
to host a free event with the aim of bringing people together.  The event celebrated the start 
of the festive season and the Christmas Tree lights switch on. 

The church welcomed over 200 people from the Balderstone & Kirkholt ward to enjoy the 
circus themed community event on Thursday 26 November 2015.  Hopwood Hall College 
drama students joined Skylight Circus to deliver a circus skills session and performance at 
the event and other entertainment was provided by Young@Heart Singers and Morris & Clog 
dancers.  Jen’s Creation provided  
fun activities for local children with 
face painting and balloon modelling,  
and there was a variety of circus  
themed games and crafts.  The  
circus theme continued with stalls  
offering popcorn, candyfloss and  
hotdogs.  Local police and the 
fire service attended the event  
with their mascots to offer advice  
on community safety operations  
over the winter months.  A lively 
procession of local people made 
their way to the Christmas tree 
at The Strand to enjoy the switch  
on of the Christmas lights at the 
end of the event. 



“We hope that one result of this event will be that more people ‘own’ the space as 
their own, feel comfortable coming to other events in our building, or joining a group 
which will aid community cohesion” 
Reverend Angela Bryan 

St Thomas’ Church 



Before and after images of the restoration of the 

war memorial located outside the entrance of 

Balderstone Park 

“Works improved the condition and 
visual appearance of Balderstone War 
Memorial and ensured the future of the 
memorial as the local community’s 
chosen method of remembrance to 
honour those who served their country” 
Caen Matthews 

Armed Forces Support Officer 

Recipient: Rochdale Township Office 

Project: Balderstone War Memorial Restoration 

Fund: Armed Forces Fund 

Awarded: £2,400 

Balderstone War Memorial located near Balderstone Park is a Calvary cross set on a cuboidal 

pedestal and stepped plinth.  The memorial was reported in a poor condition with lettering missing 
or the names unreadable and it was no longer a fitting tribute to the fallen First and Second 
World War soldiers from the area. 

Improvements to the war memorial involved appointing a local experienced mason to check 
the stability and condition of all the lettering on the memorial, replace missed raised lead 
letters and black enamel, renovate existing lettering with black enamel and clean the 
memorial.  This project safeguards the future of the war memorial in both its social and 
historical context as the community’s chosen method of remembrance and important source 
of information for future generations. 



“There is little more rewarding than to see 
the equipment in use and being of benefit 
to the young people” 
Richard Baron 
Scout Group Chairman 

9th Heywood (St Michael’s) Scout Group 

Recipient: 9th Heywood (St Michael’s) Scout Group 

Project: 9th Heywood Scout Group Equipment 

Fund: Members Fund 

Awarded: £744.49 

The 9th Heywood Scout Group is within the ‘Pennine District Scouts’ (comprising Rochdale, 
Heywood and Middleton) with membership consists of 65 young people aged between 6 and 
18 who participate in a wide range of activities in line with the programme and direction from 
the Scout Association nationally.  From starting in the youngest section (Beavers), the group 
provides members fun and challenging activities, unique experiences, everyday adventure 
and the chance to help others so that they make a positive impact in the local community.  A 
framework is provided to train and education members in an age appropriate way, catering for 
all abilities and helping them with their personal development and to grow their confidence. 

The scout group wished to renew and update their training and play equipment with the 
objective of improving their methods of instruction, capability and scope.  The equipment 
encourages scout group members to attend organised camps with outdoor activities that 
challenge them physically, help them set/achieve goals and grow in confidence.  Items 
purchased included maps and compasses to train the young people in navigation 
techniques; lanterns and gas stoves for use on expedition type camps for the preparation of 
food and dodgeballs, footballs and archery kits for the purpose of fun team building sport 
activities.  The group’s programme of activities integrates a mix of fun, challenge and 
adventure that is aimed at stimulating and inspiring members in their personal development. 



“Those taking part have really enjoyed the 
new experience of using the computer to 
print an image out and then a die to cut out 
the image” 
Bernice Fitton 
Scheme Manager 

Alice Ingham Court Social Club 

Recipient: Alice Ingham Court Social Club 

Project: Alice Ingham Club Crafting with Tech 

Fund: Ward Fund 

Awarded: £1,103 

Alice Ingham Court Social Club delivers activities to address the issues of loneliness and 
social isolation of the elderly resulting in improved health and wellbeing.  Club members can 
participate in arts and crafts sessions on Tuesday afternoons and computer sessions on 
Wednesday afternoons. 

The project integrates technology into the craft sessions with laptops, a printer with 
consumables and CD ROMS with designs and backgrounds for use on card, fabric and other 
materials to create cards, home décor and other decoupage projects.  A number of club 
members have a disability or poor dexterity that made it difficult to cut out the shapes for 
creating cards and the dies acquired with the grant means this is no longer an issue.  Craft 
activities help maintain eye and hand coordination and improve both the quality of life and 
mental functions.  The cards and other decoupage projects produced have given the club 
members a sense of accomplishment and happiness.  Participants have the opportunity to 
develop new skills and establish supportive and caring friendships. 



“The interest shown has exceeded our 
expectations. The response from 
patients, families, staff and volunteers 
has been absolutely fantastic. We are 
being approached regularly for more 
information and given lots of positive 
feedback” 
Sharon Hancock 
Community Volunteer Coordinator 

Springhill Hospice 

Recipient: Springhill Hospice 

Project: Memory Boxes for Patients & Families 

Fund: Members Fund 

Awarded: £1,000 

Springhill Hospice opened in 1989, and provides specialist palliative care for people with life-
limiting illness.  In-patient, Hospice at Home, Day Hospice, Outpatient and out of hours 
advice line services are available for patients throughout Rochdale and surrounding areas.  
In addition to services for patients, care is extended to the patients’ carers and families. 

Hospice patients, their families and carers have been encouraged to create memory boxes to 
store possessions that provide an invaluable source of comfort through treasured memories 
of the person who has died and the times shared with them.  Day Hospice patients are given 
the opportunity to create a precious gift to loved ones during art therapy sessions.  The 
Community Service Team can take these boxes to patients, relatives and carers as it 
provides an opportunity for these professionals to engage in sensitive/difficult conversations.  
In addition, the grant was used to purchase children’s books that provide a valuable guide in 
supporting the difficult discussion of bereavement with patients and their families.  The 
memory boxes support families during the bereavement process allowing them to get 
together to collect letters, music, photos and special belongings that have fond memories.  
Just to be able to see/feel and touch the items, can bring back wonderful feelings about loved 
ones.  Creating a memory box can be a comfort to the patient knowing they are leaving a 
precious gift to their loved ones and it is a way of helping families talk at such a difficult time 
and reflect and remember, helping them to form their own special thoughts. 

“One of the specialist nurses took a box 
to a lady in the last weeks of her life. 
Every week as the nurse visited, she was 
happy to share what she had added to 
her box for her son. The patient had 
written a letter to him, put in photos and 
other fond special mementos. This gave 
her great comfort and the nurse shared 
tears and laughter with her” 
Sharon Hancock 

Springhill Hospice 



“…this encourages children to attend 
our groups on a regular basis where 
they can become involved in other 
projects which have a positive impact 
on them and their families” 
Kenny Farrar 
Centre Manager 

Sparth Community Centre 

Recipient: Sparth Community Centre 

Project: Sparth Children's Groups Arts & Crafts 

Fund: Members Fund 
Awarded: £250 

Sparth Community Centre aims to improve the lives of the residents of Sparth and other 
users of the centre through providing a range of educational, social and recreational 
activities such as nursery sessions, after schools club, Saturday club, girls group, play 
schemes, youth club, luncheon club, Friday dance sessions, Tuesday evening disability 
group and Friday evening social group for older people. 

The project provided an opportunity for children aged between 5 years and 12 years to 
participate in art and craft activities when attending the children’s groups within Sparth 
Community Centre. These groups include Sparth Playscheme, After School Club, Saturday 
club and girls group.  The arts and crafts sessions enabled the children to develop their 
imaginations, encouraged freedom of expression, channelled their energies in a constructive 
way, built their confidence, promoted social interaction between different cultures and 
backgrounds and gave the children a sense of accomplishment when they displayed their 
work. 



Recipient: Link4Life, Arts & Heritage Service 

Project: Touchstones Summer Fun Programme 2015 

Fund: Communities & Engagement Priority Fund & Members Fund 
Awarded: £1,302.80 

Touchstones Rochdale Summer Fun Programme 2015 featured in the Link4Life Go4it 
Summer Fun Programme 2015 along with other activities from a number of Link4life centres 
including Rochdale Leisure Centre.  The cultural programme of arts and heritage activities 
delivered during the Summer holidays aimed at young people across Rochdale Township 
complemented the six weeks of sporting activities planned. 

The grant from the Rochdale Township enabled the Arts & Heritage Service to offer a wide 
range of quality multi-art and storytelling activities delivered by artists, subject specialists and 
early years practitioners to both engage and inspire families to enjoy learning together.  The 
activities were promoted in a two page advertisement in the Go4it Summer Fun Programme 
2015 booklet.  The booklet was distributed (22,000 copies) to primary schools across the 
borough to provide every pupil with a copy to take home to their families. 

“…engaged and inspired families enjoyed 
learning together” 
Tom Besford 
Arts & Heritage Manager 

Touchstones Rochdale 



Workshops delivered 
The sixteen workshops offered were predominantly targeted at 5–12 year olds with their 
parent/carer to encourage family learning.  Also two workshops were delivered especially 
designed for the under 5s.  In total 731 people took part (354 children attended with 377 
parents/carers).  In addition, the programme offered four young people aged between 16-25 
the opportunity to volunteer to help families and artists. 

Thirteen of the workshops were developed and delivered by the respective freelance artist and 
the remaining three workshops were facilitated by partner organisations the RSPB and Red 
Rose Forest.  The artists featured included Cat Jessop, Lindsey Milnes, Alison Cooper and 
Vincent James. 

Participants enjoyed a range of art and craft techniques including jewellery making, print 
making, pottery, plaster casting, weaving, design technology, construction and collage.  The 
two under 5s sessions offered a combination of storytelling, music and craft activity linked 
directly to the Gallery Four exhibition ‘Feathered’. 

Workshops inspired by the art and objects on display took participants into public spaces 
within the Touchstones Rochdale building and some sessions, such as ‘Weaving with Nature’ 
and ‘Nature’s Sun Catcher’ widened the cultural offer with the inclusion of a cross-site visit into 
Broadfield Park. 

Feedback 
Parents/carers who attended the Summer Fun Programme 2015 with their children completed 
182 feedback forms.  The comments help to illustrate just how positively the programme 
engaged and enthused families in the broader cultural offer: 

Through the Kaleidoscope 
 Hayley Watson said after attending her workshop, “I think that events like this should be

available all year round for young people to be inspired to be more creative through
simple ideas.”

 Tayba Ahmed said that she was amazed to learn, “…how my 5 year old can be creative
and my 7 year old can be very imaginative.”

 Jane Robinson had never visited Touchstones Rochdale before and said that she was
amazed to learn, “…that this was here, and we only live in Middleton.”

Weaving with Nature 
 Zahida Bibi said she had been inspired to, “…use the skills learnt today to busy the

children when outdoors.”

Bird Bottle Box 
 Pam Hamer added the following comment, “Very engaging/great interactions! Lovely

people. It's been great, we've really enjoyed the whole day. I am amazed how my
daughter has communicated as she struggles with expressing language/communication.”

Bird Habitat and Storytime 
 One parent said that she had been inspired to, “…book more classes and take Erin to

more galleries, she really enjoyed the story time upstairs.”
 Jen Coluccio said, “A great session that kept the children on task all the way through.  It

was lovely to have so much to do in just one hour; songs, instruments, stories, a look
around the gallery and the creative activity.”



Funny Faced Fish 
 Caroline Blackburn said she has been inspired to, “Always look for Touchstones

activities in the holidays.”

Social media was used to promote and celebrate the work produced in the Summer Fun 
workshops to encourage more families to book and to highlight what was achieved.  
Touchstones Rochdale Summer Fun Programme 2015 encouraged local children to 
explore their creativity and realise an appreciation for art and heritage. 

Woven Jewellery - Inspired by Gallery 

Three’s exhibition Close Contact families 
created a ring and bracelet using weaving 
techniques. Families were taken into the 
gallery which was a new experience for many 
participants. 

Pottery – Families produced a slab-

built pot with a textured surface inspired 
by the ceramics on display in the Jarred 
exhibition located in the Heritage 
Gallery. This exhibition featured objects 
and works of art from the borough’s 
collection. 

Plaster Casting – Families learnt how 

to create a mould and make a plaster 
cast using miniature objects inspired by 
‘The Mad Hatters Tea Party’ scene from 
Alice in Wonderland (as featured in the 
Jarred exhibition in the Heritage Gallery). 

Weaving the Sun & Stars - Taking 

inspiration from the homemade crafts in 
the Gallery Two exhibition Homespun 
Traditions, families learnt to weave and to 
create their own giant sunflower or 
exploding star. 



Through the Kaleidoscope – Artist 

Vincent James helped families to make 
their own kaleidoscope taking inspiration 
from the Close Contact exhibition 
creating some colourful patterns to view 
through it. 

Weaving With Nature – Inspired by 

the weaving featured in the Homespun 
Traditions exhibition, community artist Cat 
Jessop showed families how to make a 
simple nature loom from twigs and twine 
before taking them on a nature hunt into 
our beautiful local Broadfield Park to find 
natural treasures to weave into the loom. 

Bottle Bird Box – Families were 

asked to bring along an empty 2 litre 
plastic pop or water bottle to make a bird 
a beautiful new home to hang up in the 
garden. Inspired by the Feathered 
exhibition, this session made use of 
upcycling techniques and inspired 
families to think creatively about making 
use of everyday objects found in the 
home.

Bird Habitat Collage & Story 

Time – Led by Alison Cooper this 

under 5s workshop, inspired by the 
Feathered exhibition, explored birds and 
their habitats through the making of a 
textured collage and story time which 
included making music too. 



Funny Faced Fish – Inspired by the 

sea creature fossils seen on display in 
the What’s in Store cases in the main 
museum, artist Cat Jessop helped 
families to transform an empty 2 litre 
plastic water bottle into a funny faced sea 
creature with which to decorate their 
bedroom. 

Paper Crafted Bird & Cage – 

Inspired by the Feathered exhibition in 
Gallery Four families made a beautiful 
bird and recreated a traditional 3D 
Victorian-style bird cage from paper and 
card. A simple construction activity that 
can easily be replicated back at home. 

Nature’s Sun Catcher – Inspired by 

Touchstones Rochdale’s stain glass 
windows, families made a stunning sun 
catcher for a window using natural 
treasures they collected together from 
Broadfield Park as part of their exciting 
cross-site visit. 

Feathered Flight Mobile & Story 

Time - Under 5s enjoyed decorating a 

simple bird shape to create a colourful 
mobile of birds in flight followed by a story 
time session. This session included a visit 
into the Feathered exhibition in Gallery 
Four. 

Bad Box Monster! – Inspired by the 

decorative objects on display, this 
popular session captured children’s 
imagination when they were asked to 
decorate a plain shoe box and turn it into 
a monster. 



“It was really amazing and it helped me 
think about my career..about what I 
want to become” 
Year 9 Student 

Borough Skills Event 2015 

Recipient: Rochdale Council/Inspired Spaces/Rochdale Development Agency 

Project: Borough Skills Event 2015 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £500 

The Borough Skills Event 2015 brought together Year 9 students, business leaders and 
careers advisers on 11 March 2015 at Heywood Distribution Park where young people were 
given the opportunity to experience everything from a crime scene to a vehicle repair 
garage and a catering kitchen.  The event provided all students with an opportunity to 
explore job and training options within the local area as well as raise aspirations and 
awareness of the specialist industries across the Borough.  Township funds contributed 
towards the publicity of the event attended that was promoted extensive through social 
media, the press and direct contact with the schools. 

The main aim of the skills event was to help equip young people with knowledge of the 
opportunities available to them in the local area and give them a flavour of how these 
industries and careers work to help shape their futures, it can be said from evaluations 
received from participants this was achieved successfully. 

Sample of Evaluations Results 

 100% of staff felt the event was ‘Excellent’ or ‘Good’

 91% of staff felt their students came away from the event with more knowledge of the
local job opportunities available to them.

 64% of staff felt all local sectors of work were in attendance, whilst staff suggested areas
in which young people may be interested in moving forward

 79% of young people felt the activities offered on the day by the exhibitors were
‘Excellent’ or ‘Good’

 77% of young people believe they are now more aware of the job opportunities available
to them locally

 A majority of young people felt the event was fantastic and have suggested further
improvements they feel will make the Rochdale Skills Event even better moving forward



Comments about the event 

“I think that the event has helped me decide what job role I 
want to do in the future because I was able to try out a few 
different types of activities and whichever one I enjoyed the 
most I will take into consideration in doing that activity as a 
job” 

“I was introduced to many other job opportunities which I 
haven’t considered before” 

“I didn’t have a good idea of the careers I can go into the 
skills, so the event helped me understand about different 
careers” 

“It was quite eye opening but I don’t feel that I had enough 
time to search for all the different jobs, it would be better if it 
lasted longer”  

“More information on salary, typical; working days and so 
on” 

“It was the best trip I have been on to teach me about jobs 
and apprenticeships I could apply for when I finish school” 


